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As it has been particularly requeſted by many 
reſpetable Perſons of this City and Emvirons, 
that the Life of Jamss Dos ſhould be publiſhed; 
— the Public are here preſented with all the 
Information that can be obtained, concerning this 
unfortunate Man; copied from the Monthly 
Magazine, for October, 1797, and Supplementary 
Number Gs the fone # Zear. 


LIFE, &c. of JAMES DOE. 
Extract from the Monthly Magazine for Oftober, 1797 · 


Th the Editor of the Monthly Magazine. 


$1R, | | 3 
A your uſeful and nn ys. Miſcellany maintain 
{ k a very extenſive circulationthroughout every County 
in the Kingdom, 1 am induced, from this confideration, to 
tranſmit you the particular deſcription of a perſon unknown, 
found ſuffocated and drowned in Seamill-Dock, about 24 
miles from the City of Briſtol, within the Tything of Stoke 
Biſhop, and Pariſh of Weſtbury-upon-Trim, which may 
probably meet the the eye of ſome relative or acquaintance 
of the deceaſed. 2 | 

Early in the m——_— of Friday, the 29th of September 
laſt, information was ſent me by two Gentlemen, that in 
their walk along the banks of the River, leading from the 
Hotwells to Seamill-dock, they were defirous of taking a 
ſurvey of the old ruins of the Dock (formerly a place in 
repute) 8 their eyes over the Wall, in an obſcute 
corner, they ſaw the Body of a Man above the ſurface of 
the water, then flowing out, requeſting the attendance t 
the pariſh officers to take charge of it. I immediately ſen: 
for the overſeer of the poor, and, with my ſervant, attended 
Him to the ſpot where the Man was found, ln the mean 
time the Gentlemen had hailed a boat going down the 
ziver, it being then about half tide out, and prevailed o 
them to row into the dock, to make the body fall to an old 
ladder, that ſtill remains againſ the wall, under the ruins of 
a Crane; and in this tate 1 found him. The tide had now 
flowed out below the body, and afforded me an opportunity 
of taking a particular ſurvey of him. The attitude in 
which he lay drew my attention: his left leg was ſunk in 
the mud up to his knee, his right leg was but little in- 


3 


. E 
— 2 


_ 


>. . 
— — 2 — 


8 


— __lw_—_ 


rige 


Rr 


( 4. ] 


merſed; his body bent forward in a ſtooping poſture & arms 
extended as far as he could reach, as if in the act of ſaving 
himſelf from farther immerſion in the mud. It appeared 
evident to me, that no accidental fall could poſſibly leave 
a man in that ſingular poſture ; and I ſuſpected that he had 
purpoſely jumped off the dock wall, about 20 feet high 
from the mud, at ebb or fall of the tide, when the water 
was ſhallow over the mad. With {ome difficulty the body 
was got out, and on the following day an inqueſt was taken 
the jury returned a verdict, Found drowned and fuf- 


focated, but by what means no evidence appeared before 


them.” The perion wa: well drefied, but nothing found 
in his pockets, except a ſmall miniature portrait of a lady, 
carefully wrapped up in paper, and tied rourd with filk; 
it was drawn in water colours on a piece of ivory, about an 
inch and a halflong ; now in my poſſeflion. The colours 
are effaced by the 2 water, but the image is vitble,-— 
The following deſcription of his perſon 1 got inſerted in 
all the Briſtol Papers : 

© Saturday laſt the zoth September, Mr. Joyner, one of the 
Coroners of the County of Gloceſter, took an inqueſt on the 


body of a perſon unknown, found the day before ſuffocated 


and drowned in Seamill Dock, within the pariſh of Weſt. 
bury-upon-Trim and County of Gloceſter: he apf eared to 
be about five feet four inches bigh, ſh:rt hair, over which he 
wore& wig; ſtout and well made: had on an exceeding good 
light drab eloth coat; light cotton waiſtcoat, bound round 
the pockets with blue filk riband ; light velveteen breeches, 
with white metal buttons; a linen ſhirt frilled at the boſom; 
brown ribbed worſted ſtockings, apparently new; and a 
pair of new pumps, with ties. He appeared to be about 30 
years of age, and to have been drowned two or three 
weeks. | 

The foregoing deſcription brought forward two women, 
who called twice at 4 public houſe, about a quarter of a 
mile diſtand from the {pot where the body was found. 
They ſaid that the deſcription anſwered to a perſon that 
did lodge in their neighbourhood in Briſtol ; tha he was 
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© franger in the city, and lately come from London. 
"That, ſuppoſing him to be the perſon drowned, they had 
ſearched his lodgings. ard there found a red leather pocket- 
book, in which was written the name Daw or Dor, to- 
ether with the addreſs of a perſon of the ſame name in 
ondon, to whom they had written on the ſubjeft. The 
women omitting tellivg the name of the street of their re- 

ſidence, has 2 prevented me from finding them out. 
On Saturday the 14th inſtant, a gentleman that formerly 
lived at Seamills, when the dock was in its proſperity, 


viſited the ruins of the warehouſes end tenements adjoinings., 
one of which tenements has its rooms perſe& and entire... | 


In the attic ſtory he preceived much writing on the wall, 
which proves to be the diary of this extraordinary ſtranger, 
found drowned. As ſoon as the report reached me, I viſit- 
ed the the tenement, and copied from the wall the following 
diary, well written with a black-lead pencil, and nearly 
in the following order of time, ak 


* However ſingularly it may appear, I could not dee 


take notice, upon entering this uninhabited tenement, of a 
ſmall piece of an old newſpaper, which had contained an 


account of the unfortunate cataſtrophe which h d 
Brown Hill, near Burflem, in Staffordihire. 2 Mr. | 


Oliver, the Apothecary, and Mr. Wood, for which th 
former ſuffered at Stafford, this day fortnight ; it truck fo 
with ſympathetic horror, having lived in chat county mar 
years. It brought many of my imprudences to recollection, 
for which I ſincerely repent. Sept. 11, 1797. 
4 8 We are not our own keepers ; but were we to follow 
D's word, and live to him, it would afford us comfort 
here, and heaven hererfter, «© Sept. 11, 1797« 
1 Avoid drunkenneſs, for it aces poverty, 
5 Never be ungrateful to GOD or man. Sept. 11. 
= If my K —..—m acquaintance had become my friend, 
might have ſaved me from an untimely death: when he 
was in priſon, I was his friend at the hazard of my bread : 
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but I forgive him, and am well aſſured, that what he enjoys 
1s by his merit and induſtry, Long may he and his partner 
in affection live to enjoy the fruits of his labour.—“ Sept, 11. 

„I ſhould not rebuke, becauſe my imprudences in ſome 
meaſure has brought me to poverty; but ſurely it is good 
to ſtrain a point to riſque even an imprudent man from the 
calamities of folly : how often does ſympathy ſoften one's 
ſorrow, and with the aid of a little pecuniary aſſiſtauce, 
| reſtore an unfortunate being to induſtry and repentance. 

© Sept. 11th. >. 

Be good betimes, for evil is the grand curſe of maa- 
kind. Sept. 11, 1797. 

© To be good is to be happy. ** V. one of the posts. 

© Never give way to deſpair, for fear of ſuicide, which 
muſt be dipleaſing to God and therefore hazardous to the 
foul. | «6 Sept. 11, 1797. 

Tue God of all mercy forgive my paſt offences; avd 
if there is pardon for ſuicide, may the interceſſion and 
blood of the Lamb procure that pardon for me, the chief 
of ſinners. : % Sept. 11, 1797 

„ HORROR HORROR ! to ruſh into the preizoce 
of a juſtly offended God, with a load of guilt and iniquity ; 
but God will have mercy on whom he will have mercy. 

« If theſe few thoughts ſhould be obſerved before my 
body is found, they may inſtruct the gentlemen of the jury 
to bring in their verdict Zelo-de./e, for to deter others, as 
well, as in ſtrict compliance with the law.—It is nothing 
but diſtreſs compels me to this raſh at, ** Sept. 11, 1997, 

O, my GOD, I have {tinned againſt thee, and againſt 
light; receive my ſoul, for Jeſus Chriſt's ſake, or I am loſt 
for ever. «« Sept. 11, 1797. 

« There is no reſt for the wicked with my GOD. 

« Faith in Chriſt, Forgive your enemies. Sept. 11. 

% May thoſe I have any ways wronged forgive me; I 
die in peace with all mankind, and lament that I bave nor 
lived a better life. I die a miſerable death; the Lord have 
mercy upon my ſoul. „ Sept. it, 1797. 
Never oppreſs the poor. Do as you would be done to. 


| 


ſcribbler his treſpaſs ; 
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«© Whoſoever belongs to theſe premiſes, will forgive the 
Fe impatiently waits the riſing of the 
tide, to put an end to his earthly misfortunes. 
« Five o'clock; evening, Sept. 11, 1797. 
I made my bed upon the floor, with the ſtraw. for my 
pillow ; the tempeſtuouſneſs of the night, with ſome inclin- 
ation to ſleep, has prolonged. my life at. leaſt another tide, 
| & Tueſday morning, Sept. 12, 1797. 
„% O, Heavenly Father, be pleaſed to have mercy upon 
me, a miſerable ſinner, who turns to thee weeping, faſting, 


and praying; and, O Lord Jeſus Chirſt, grant my repen- 


tance, however late, however imperfe&t, may not be in 


vain. 5 «« Sept. 12, 1797. 
060d, give peace to all nations, and flop the cal- 
amities of war. Sept. 12, 1797. 


Forgive all error:. Had I followed ſuch things, it 
would have ſaved me from this unfortunate end. Sept. 12. 

«« GOD b: merciful to me a ſinner. 

„My Lord Mountmorres, with an ample fortune, put an 
end to his exiſtence : he did it with all the conveniences of 
this life around him, and with a dying declaration that the 
Almighty would forgive bim an act compelled by oppreſ- 
ſors ; hinting that ſome perſon had uſed him ill, which 
wounded his feelings to fuch a degree that life became a 
8 to him, notwithſtanding his learning and high rank 
in life. 

% J, r foul, loaded with guilt, cenſcious of an ill. 
ſpent life, diſtreſſed in every point that this life can afford 
(without throwing the leaſt refleRion on his Lordſhip) dare 
not preſume poſitively to join with with his Lordſhip in that 
ſentiment, but, with trembling fear, muſt wait the awful 
iſſue at God's tremendous bar. 

God forbid I ſhould caſt any refeions on his Lord- 
ſhip, or his misfortunes. | 

The following is a oopy of a note found upon Lord 
Mountmorres's table, in che room he ſhot himſelf : 


< A wicked and unjuſt conſpiracy hu, been formed againſt 
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„ " my honour, my fortune, and L 7 the Almig h il fore 
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% ſincerely hope his Lordſhip found it ſo. 

„ To wound another man's peace of mind, is an un- 
tharitable act. 

* Indeed 1 Bad myſelf inveſted with a ſtrong defire of 
life, and dreadful fear of approaching God's bar, with my 
accumulated-guilt'; and I fleadfaſtly believe, that the true 
way to be ſaved, is by Jeſus Chriſt, who died to fave ſin- 
nErs, of whom I am the chief. God grant I may become 
an object of his mercy. i 

& I decline giving my. name or profeſſion; my friends 
may ſurmiſe that ſome ill fate has befallen me: if any of 
them, by any chance, ſhould hear of. my fate it is not prob- 
able they will ever ſee theſe thoughts. I hope to God 
they will forgive me every injury I have done tbem. 

« Jeſus Chriſt deign to be the advocate with God the 
Father for the redemption oſ my ſoul. 

: Tde time is nearly arrived may Jeſus pilot my diſ- 
treſſed ſou! to his heavenly Kingdom. Amen 

Another tide-gone.--S-pt., 12, 1797. 

« It muſt be my tate—T have no other relief. 


«« Conſcious of guilt, dread fear alarms, 
And Horror 115 my ſoul, 
Damnation claims me for her own, 
My fins 2 ſo foul. 
- Grant me, O Lord, thy grace divine, 
And fervency in prayer; 
Pray take me out of Satan's power, 
Unto thy gracious Care,—Sept, 12. 


The following c ſeratched upon rhe wall with the Point 
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f a nail. 1 r | 
« Wedneſday 13th Sept. I have been here 2 days and 
= nights, faſting and praying This I hope will finiſh it.“. 


Stoke Biſhop, near Briftol, 
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The follrtving was again written <vith a Black-leaa Pencil. 

„ Thurſday, September 14th, 1797 ; the laſt day I hope. 

© My Lead i: exhauſted. 

I did not know, till ſurprized by the little girl coming, 
intothis diſlrefſed apartment, whom theſe premiſes belonged 
to. _ But Lord de Clifford will forgive me.” 

At the bettom of the ſtair caſe is writ! en, on the ca. 

© Redeem my ſoul from the water.“ 
In a lotoer room of another Tenement, the following was written. 

O Lord, how weary I am of life! If my acquaint- 
ance ſhould happen to ſee the writing, he will remember, 
perhaps, the hand of an od former acquaintance.” 


Thus ends the diary of this extraordinary ſtranger. The 
aninhabited tenement is about ten or twelve yards diſtant - 
from the ſpot where he launched himſelf of, and is the 
property of Lord de Clifford. | | 

It is very evident that this ſtranger received a very liberal 
education, or he poſſeſſed an uncommon ſtrong mind. It 
is conjectured by ſome, that he was inſane, Tas, when I 
conſider how well finiſhed moſt of his ſentences and periods 
are, and that many of them were written from the impulſe 
of the moment, I behold him as a man in full poſſeſſion of 
bis intellectual faculties, and with a collected mind, calmly 
reſigned to his fate. He came there on the 11th, with a 
determined reſolution of drowning himſelf at the evening 
tide, conſequently all that he wrote on the 12th, could nor 
have been premeditated, but were the thoughts of the 
moment, that aroſe in his mind on the prolonging of his 


exiſtence. He certaigly poſſeſſed a noble and generous 


mind ; for where he mentioned his acquaintance as he 
thought harſbly, a ſentence immediately follows to- ſoften 
the rebuke. 
| I remain, fir, . 
Your moſt obedient bumble. ſervant, - 
JOSEPH JAMES. 


O. 23, 1797. 
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Extract from the Supplementary Number of the Monthly 
Magazine, for 1997. 
=. — 
To the Editor of the Monthly Magazine. 
SR, | | 
4 extraordinary and affecting manuſeript writing of 
the unfortunate ſtranger found drowned, in Seamill 
Dock, which I tranſmirtc4 to you laſt month, having very 
probably excited the attention and- ſympathy of many of 
your numerous readers; I feel] it a duty incumbent upon me 
to lay before them (through the channel of your uſeful pub- 
cation) fome information which I have fince been enabled 
to procut: of this unhappy and extraordinary perſon, 
A few days previous to the publication of your Magazine, 
I cauſed a paragraph to be again inſerted in the Briſtol 
newTpapers. requeſting the attention of the readers to the 
2 deſcription of the stranger found drowned at Sea- 
ul Dock, and inviting the two women, who had made 
enq irie after 4 *trangzr that was mifltng,,and anſwering 
the fame deicription, to come forward with their intorm- 
ation, as the only probable means left of tracing out the 
name and connections of this unfortunare ſtranger.” 1 
ua ſoon after waited on hy two gentlemen, of Briſtol, of 
the name of Ring, wioſe information and deſcription of a 
— Lately come to Briſtol, and who worked at the Briſtol 
rthea-ware ManufaQory, in the art of Painting, ſo ex- 
actiy cor:eſponded with the clothing and perſon of the 
man found drowned at Seamills, that there remained not a 
| doubr of his being the perſon, the ſubjeRt of their enquiry. 
Through their polite affiftance, I obtained the name of the 
| deceaſcd, which is James Doe, and | alſo got an interview 
' with the K—ſ— m acquaintance, who having viſited the 
tenement, and viewed the manuſcript writing there upon 
walls, recognized the hand-writing of his. friend; he gave 
me kkewile ; a deſcription of his perſen- and dreſs, which 
correſpondcd with that already pabliſned. For particulars 
of the deceaſed'? family and friends, I was teferred. to 
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ſeveral perſons in London, one of whom, a reſpeQabile 
proprietor.of a pottery there, writes thus: 5 


© rx, 

10 J received yours, and was affected at its contents. I 
ſhould have written ſooner, but I wiſhed firſt to ſee his 
uncle, who has informed me of the following particulars : 

« James Doe was born at Lambeth , in Surrey of very 
reſpectable parents, and was edusated in the ſame place, 
He ſerved an apprenticeſhip, at Lambeth to a Painter in the 
China and Earthen-ware line. He was eſteemed a good 
workman, and to my own knowledge, he worked tome 
years at Mr. Wedgwood's manufactory, in Staffordſhire. 
he was there very much reſpected by his employer, his 
fellow workmen, and all who'knew him. He was fond of 
company, but I do nat remember him to negle& buſineſs 
when urgent. Having a tolerable good education, he was 
fond of reading, He was particularly generous, and al- 
ways firſt to relieve any of the trade out of employ, or in 


ſickneſs.. He worked at Mr. Braddely's, in Staffordſhire, . 


for ſix or ſeven. years, and was, at that place, very much 
reſpected. In fact, I believe him to be generally beloved 
and reſpected whereſoever he worked. About three years 
ago he came to London, and finding little or no employment 


in the line in which he was brought up, he was obliged ta, 


leave town, and, being aſſiſted by his friends, he e ked 
on board a ſhip for Newcaſtle, and from thenee went on to 
Glaſgow, in Scotland, where he was a fellow workmanwith 
one of my preſent 2 and ſupported an excellent 
character there. From this time, I believe, he met with 
many diſapointments. He then went to Ireland, and after 
ſtupping there a ſhort time, he embarked on board a veſſel 
bound. for Swanſea, in South Wales, where he worked ſome 
time, and then went on to the Worceſterſhire China Man- 


ufaftory, which was, I believe the laſt place he worked at,” 7 


Another of the. deceaſed's friends writes as follows ;. . 
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* Your's I received, and am forty to hear of the melan- 
choly fate of James Doe, I have known him and his 
relations for ſeveral years. He has an uncle, a brother, and 
two filters living. His acquaintance with the perſon he 
mentions in his writings upon the wall, has been, I believe, 
of eighteen or twenty .years ſtanding. He was always for 
ward in performing acts of friendſhip to his fellow work- 
men, and was a mul) good man to his neighbours. I have 
conveiſcd with a particular fried and acquaintance of the 
deceaſed, who is acquainted with every circumſtance and 
the whole courſe of life of this extrordinary man ; and he 
is collecting every information he can, which he will ſend 
you, in a letter, in a few days, 

«« I am your's, &c.” 


| — 

The following is an extratt from the Letter alluded to. 

nn, 

| London, Nov. 20, 1797. 
% You ſeem to be very anxious concerning the life of the 
unfortunate ſtranger found drowned in Seamill Dock. You 
have a right to know it, ſor the kindneſs you have ſhown 
to his unfortunate remains. — James Doe was born at 
Lambeth, about two miles from London, of honeft parents, 
who brought him up in as creditable a manner as their cir- 
cumftances would admit. At the age of fourteen years, or 
thereaboute, he was put as an apprentice to Mr. Griffiths, 
at the delft pottery, High-ſtreet, Lambeth. When he was 
out of his time, he continued working at his buſineſs till it 
became ſlack, and the queen's ware meeting with great en- 
couragement, he went into Staffordſhire for employment, 
where he remained upwards of twenty years, working for 
different maſters, and then came up to London, in want of 
| employ, and got work at Chins-gilding for a few months. 
He was then invited into Sta ire again, where he re- 
mained but a ſhort time; and from that time he has been 
conſidered as the wanderer of the trade, He was the moſt 
charitable map I ever knew; and he was often known te 
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neglect himſelf when misfortunes came on his friends and 
acquaintances, to whoſe reliet he contributed both time and 
money, as much as lay in his power. Believe me, fir, you 
have beftowel your trouble on the remains of a very good» 
hearted man. — The acquaintance he alluded to in bis 
diary, and another perſon, were- going to France, about 
thirteen years ago, with a view of catrving over and ef- 
tabliſhing there the Queen's-ware: manuſactory; ſome of 
the maſter potters heard of it, and had them confined in 
priſon : as James Doe heard of it; he- went through the 
trade to gather money to ſupport his friend, and to preſerve 
him from want; and he, poor ſou}, contributed all he had, 
for that purpoſe. To be denied aſſiſtance by that man 
whom he had relieved in diſtreſs, was too great for his ten- 
der heart to bear. Sir, I do not pretend to hold my friend up 
to perfection, the laſt action of his life is againſt him; but 
believe, the denial of relief by that man whom he had ſerved 
and relieved in*diſtreſs, was the ſole cauſe of his commit- 
ting the raſh act of ſuicide, The language of the man- 
uſcript writing is nearly the ſame as his laſt converſation 
with me, as far as this friend is mentioned. I perfectly 
agree with you, that he was in his ſenſes as much as he ever 
was in his life, when he committed the act of ſuicide. He 
was acquainted with a Mr. Greemwood, in Staffordſhire, 
for ſome years, a man remarkable for fine knowledge ; 0 
that man the unfortunate Dos owed a great deal of his 
knowledge; and although Mr. Greenwood was @ very ſen- 
fible man, yet he held it juſt for a man to deſtroy himſelt, 
and, like my friend, in his perfect ſenſes, actually made 
away with himſelf the day before he was to have been mar: 
ried to a perſon of credit and property. They are two of 
the ſtrangeit ſuicides I ever heard; and had James Doe 
written to his friends in London, he would have had money 
ſent him; for his friends in London would have thought it 
a happineſs to relieve him. He was a very uſeful man in 
the Staffordſhire ware manufactory, as he had ſtudied the 
chemical ſecrets of that buſineſs. He was fond of reading... 
7 ſhall be happy in communicating any farther partjcu/ars 


you may require; and am, fir, 


8 


% Vour's, Kc. &c; 


To the information contained in the foregoing letters, 
I beg leave to add, that I have lately converſed with 
ſeveral perfons that knew the deceaſed in Dublin, in Staf. 
fordſhire, at Worceſter, in Swanſea, and near Exeter; they 
all unite in one general opinion: wiz. that he was univer- 


2 beloved by all ranks of his fellow workmen, that he 


poſleſled à charitable and humane heart, and was ever ready 
in aſfiſting his fellow creatures in diſtreſs. He came to 
Briftal early in Auguſt, and immediately viſited his friend 
mentioned in his writings. I have traced him to his 
friend's houſe, where he ſpent three or four days and nights 
immediately before drowning himſelf. From a very par- 
ticular and circumſlantial enquiry into the condad and 
de portment of the deceaſed, even to the very morning of 
Sept. 11, I do not find there was any the leaſt mark of in- 
ſanity about him; neither was he involved in debt, excep- 
ting ten or twelve Shullings-at his lodgings. It wy then 

be asked, what motives could induce this perſon to deſtroy 
himſelf? enjoying full health, and poſſeſſing an art by 
v hich he-couid obtain a competent and perhaps genteel 
iivelihood, he had the means of providin For himſelf, and 
riſing ſuperior to want, We muſt there fore let him ſpeak _ 
ſor himſelf. He ſays, If my x — acquaintance had 
become my friend, he might have ſaved me from an un- 
untimely death.“ And again, How often does ſym- 
pathy ſoften one's ſorrow, and with the aid of a little 
pecuniary aſſiſtance, reſlore an unfortunate being to induſtry 


and repentance.“ To ſhow alſo thow much this friend 


engroſſed the ſecret thoughts of his heart, even in his oying 
moments, after quitting the tenement to drown himſelf, 
he firlt ſtepped into the ground flegr of another tenement, 


and wrote the following lines: O Lord, how weary IL 


am of life! If my acquaintance ſhou!d happen to ſee. this 
writing, ha will remember perhaps the band of an i fer- 
mer acquaintance." 2 
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oe ir pervades my ſou . to death I fy fox re ef.” 


Here then is the teſtimony that this unfortunate perſon. 
has fallen a victim to diſappointed friendſhip and deſpair. 


The ſweeteſt and moſt engaging pleaſures of life are thoſe 


which ſpring from our ſocial connections: and let thoſe who. 
are joined in the bonds of particular friendſhip, be ſolicitous 
not to break off ſo delightful an union. A true friend is 
one of the moſt valuable bleſſings this life can bellow ; and 
what greater ſat ĩsfaction can we experience than that which 
ariſes from our being connected with one to whom we can 
ſafely diſcloſe the moſt ſecret thoughts of our hearts, 
Vielding then tothe benign propenſity of returning a ge- 
nerous add a good action, and beſtowing a ſmall bonnty on 
an old friend in diſtreſs, might have been the means (in the 
preſent caſe) of ſaving a foul from death; whereas, on the 
other hand, if che baſe and unfriendly conduct of perſons 
whom we have once loved, diſſolve all the bonds of amit 
avd friendſhip, and ſhow onr confidence have been abuſed, 
then are opened ſome of che deepeſt ſprings of bitterneſs in 
the human heart. If the unſuſpecting friend be deſerted 
in the hour of diſtreſs by the friend in whom he truſted ; 
or in the mid{t of his misſortunes meets with cold indif- 
ference, where he expected to find the kindeſt ſympathy, 
and where the heart is ſick ned and wounded by the in- 
gratitude or fuithleſſneſs of one on whom it had leaned the 
whoie weight of affection, where ſhall it turn for relief? 

| hope Mr, Editor, there is not to be found an advocate 
for ſaicide. A heart impreſſed with a religious fear will 
ſay, how can I commit this great evil, and fin againſt 
God!!“ The Chriſtian religion teaches us to ſupport our- 
ſelves with fortitude under all our misfortunes and trials. 
From hardſhips and difficulties we derive an experience 
and Readineſs, which teach us to act with propriety ij» . 
tations wherein Providence has placed us. It is our a. 
to acquieſce in what is alloited us; and our ſole concern 
a: quit ourſelves wel! in our reſpective pᷣations, and fuſtam 
our characters upon this Rage of life. Every one 
.:crefore ought to be latutfied with his portion, and inſtead 


| | 3 
| of repining at the more liberal allotments of hie neigh- 

| bour, Miquld be grateſul for his own; for the wiſdom of 
the ſupreme Ruler of the world alone knows what is moſt 
condacive to the well-being of the general fyſtem, and to 
the particular welfare of individuals. aſſigns our 
ſtations, and it is our duty to conform to it, 


: p e 
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| ** I remain, Mr: Editor, 
. Your moſt obedient, humble ſervant, 


| | JOSEPH JAMES. 
| Stole Biſhop, near Nr, 
New. 22, 1397. 
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